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Constitution of 1874.  The Constitution of 1874 was adopted November 3, 
1873, by a Constitutional Convention which was called pursuant to the act of 
April 11, 1872 (P.L.53, No.42). The Constitution was ratified at a special 
election held December 16, 1873, and went into effect January 1, 1874.  

This Constitution was amended in 1901, 1909, 1911, 1913, 1915, 1918, 
1920, 1922, 1923, 1928, 1933, 1937, 1943, 1945, 1949, 1951, 1953, 1955, 
1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1961, 1963 and 1965. By statute, 1 Pa.C.S. § 906, 
the Constitution, as adopted by referendum of December 16, 1873, shall be 
known and may be cited as the Constitution of 1874. 

Constitution of 1968.  The Constitution of 1874 was modified and 
renumbered by extensive amendments on May 17, 1966, November 8, 1966, 
and May 16, 1967; and by proclamation of the Governor of July 7, 1967, 
P.L.1063, pursuant to the act of August 17, 1965 (P.L.345, No.180).  
 
Proposals 1 through 7 to amend the Constitution were recommended by a 
Constitutional Convention which was called pursuant to the act of March 15, 
1967 (P.L.2, No.2). The proposals were approved by the electorate on April 
23, 1968. By statute, 1 Pa.C.S. § 906, the Constitution, as amended by 
referenda of May 17, 1966, November 8, 1966, May 16, 1967, and April 23, 
1968, and as numbered by proclamation of the Governor of July 7, 1967, 
shall be known and may be cited as the Constitution of 1968. 
 
Section Headings.  Section headings were not contained in the Constitution 
as adopted by referendum of December 16, 1873, but were either added by 
various constitutional amendments or promulgated on June 11, 1974, 
P.L.1573, by the Director of the Legislative Reference Bureau with the 
approval of the Attorney General under statutory authority contained in 1 
Pa.C.S. § 905. 
 
Explanation of Amendment Notes.  Unless otherwise noted, amendments 
are referred to by date of adoption by the electorate together with a reference 
to the applicable joint resolution (J.R.) or, in rare cases, concurrent 
resolution (C.R.) adopted by the General Assembly and the page in the Laws 
of Pennsylvania (P.L.) in which the joint resolution or concurrent resolution 
was published. 
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